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I worked together with Juergen, off and on, for many years. But my most vivid
recollections of him are of my Hamburg postdoc in 1960; he was a very valuable
mentor. He was always for clarity and rigor.
To me the most interesting part of his work was his systematic and highly useful
clarification of general relativistic hydrodynamics and kinetic theory. It was a real
revelation to see such standard concepts as fluid rotation reappear elegantly and rig-
orously in a fully relativistic setting. Based on his work in kinetic theory, Juergen,
P. Geren and I were able to relate local isotropy observations on particles to spatial
isotropy and homogeneity of space-time.
Among the many useful lessons I learned from him by example was the importance
of being accurate as regards the scope and previous history of a putatively new idea:
don’t fool yourself that you own something which really belongs to a colleague or
predecessor, and don’t try to sell more than you own. Not even inadvertently, or by
implication, or by judicious silence. Nowadays I see lots of disagreements between
groups resulting from all concerned failing to observe those straightforward rules—
perhaps because the field, the time, the economic climate, and/or the country I now
work in are different. To a bystander, the resulting squabbles supply an amusing
spectator sport; but, entertainment aside, I like Ehlers’ way better.
In this respect, and many others, I was lucky to have him as a role model. Later my
respect for him, as a scientist and as a person, only grew. His work on gravitational
lensing was very pleasant to study.
He will be sorely missed. I hope that our younger replacements can and will emulate
his scholarship, breadth, clarity, rigor, and integrity.
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